Whose anniversary is it anyway?

She says ‘improv’, he says ‘lmpee’ Spontancity Shoppers [eborah Frances:

Wikite and Towm Safinsky

The Spontaneity Shop
startedtenyears agoatthe
Troubadour. Malcolm Hay
meets them astheyretumto
theirimproroots

On April 22 1997 Deborah Frances- White
and Tom Salnsky started a weekly come
dy inproshow m the basement of the
Troubadour in Earl'sCourt. They'd first
et it an improvisation workshop. Inthe
first soetie wie did together we were
Eskimos and we rubbed noses, they
recanl], “We started goimngg out around the
sarnwe tine wee fonmed our improcoampany
John Major was in power, the Spaoe Girks
werecool and so was Britannia, In those
s the Tronshadour smelled shghtly of
damp. O, as the owner put it, history. Bob
v Eanand Billy Connolly both played
there and the first editions of “Private
Eye” were put together in the cale

Within acoupleof years the
Troubadour resadency was swapped for i
regtulbar impronight an the Canal Cafe
Thentre. Frances- White and Salinsky also
began towork with actors whe'd recenthy
wraduated from RADA. “They ddn’t
know hetter than to get mixed up tvpes
1ike us, wheo'd havve thaem doang cbaret
rather than Chekhes

At that point they were known as the
Ol Spomtanesty Shop. ot had ergnnal
Iy eveated the name for a seriesof impro
vised D hckens shows whnch thankfully
never materialised. Wethought it was too
good towaste. But we Kept hearmg that
“ubd” wars it very bad word o have nsson
ated witha funky voung comnprny. S, in
A0, wee bectime the Spontaneity Shop
salinsky snd Frunoes White arethe artis
e directors with Alex MacLaren asa tull
time sussoctate and around half a dozen
core thembersood The group

Simoe 200, they ve travelled the workd
as Improvrsers, most notably tothe Gamous
Chicago bnprov Festival. They'veplayed
the Blootrsbury Theatre, Hackney Empire
andd just abott every ringe venue mthe
ety Their show Dol ate’,an impro
vised rotmantie convedy based an audience
mwembers’ Tives, has been made intoa 1V
it by Gesoff € The Young Ovies’ and
Linthe Bettan ) Prosner. “Tosstill not been
made intoa series, they say. Nooteaan
understanid why Fremanthe Media, who
e behind " Amenican ldol”, hirve just
bwagebit 11 for the States.”

‘Inthose days the
Troubadour smelled

slightly of damp.
Or, as the owner put

it, history’

Thev docorperate traming for blue
vhpoompanies. "Weteach mivestment
bankers, brwvers, even TV professionals
1o be mege creative, better preseniersor
ot engagng storvielers They run
warkshops. They redeveloping a new TV
weamat called You TV Salinsky appaned
mChannel 4's SpaceCadets’. Frances:
White will take Thbwrah Framoes White's
Hlert 1o Gt Almeost Anyotwe o Shepwith
Yo 1o this vear's Edinburgh Fringe
They v sl bevts commssioned towite
a ook entithed “The Defmitive Guide to
Imprvvisatnon’

It"s not all ghory, though, "We've had
sone diabeobical shows where we've gone
tesne crmging. The only thung is that,

r ten vears, Uhe bad nights get better
never ship bedow a centam standard
ghts when of's ot easy, expen

vtwoedd e sers can relvon techmgue

@ TROUBADOUR

and the audience won't nevessarily be
ableto tell. Inexperienced improvisers
tend to panic and try 1o be clever and the
show fallsapar.”

On Saturday the Spxs
returns tothe Trothesdeur foratenth
anniversary show and party. "We'll take a
walk down Amnesia Lane, accompanied
by all the special guests we can think of’
I's likely tobea biast. But, asalwayswith
impro, something could go wrong. N
matter, they sav. ‘When yvou can bugh
sincerely ata soene falling apart, and
acknowledge it 1o the audience, s like
getting vour biack belt. It s kind of like sex
Sometimes it'seasy, sometimes vou have
towork at it Buteven when s bad. it's
good. You feed pleased with yourself for
harving done it
The Spowsfusr
waltla Trow
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