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Piece of pop history: The letter that Simon

: ,.--/--H‘H‘“--.__ reeAT T T
T e ‘;m to folk club organiser Ted Poole
I was workineg at the - .

proubadour in.Tondon WitF Pawl McNeill and Redd sulliven.
;fiomﬁtgidﬁﬁi approficted mé about doing a ﬁour of tre
,Wéatﬁfﬁ fdlk_diubs;i‘He eeid that you were the men to
B  £§§2§?hfﬁ5£Fhi3'@Eiﬁ?ff.;i5hFV?,Fpmk°ﬁ:i“ ell.,

m jéfﬁﬁigﬁsg}n'tﬁﬂﬁ;; including the Troubedour, ihe
_Bléc“yﬁatae;”;hé-gounﬂhduee_éhqﬁihe-un@erprigge, 1 also
. rébed{£QiﬂQBigmb1a Hee:rds_iﬁI%heistateé,:and 3i11 eut
vﬁE?f53ﬂ ?~ﬁf5£af:TbQic Records® over here. I would .+ 7
'appreciete any work that you could give me between the
‘pimst week of August to the first week of September . .
My fee is sever pd;nds and expenses. ’If;ysufaie'interested.

cen write to me at 184 Haverstock Hill , London NW3,

—Jpn E"_ 12,. 1964

ot _.-‘_.. i
© .Last Meddey evenins

.

you
By James Mills jE Respep tfully, - ;
{ITS such as Bridge Over Trou-" | PR eIt Looking for work: Paul Simon
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Simon into a multi-millionaire. * Gz H s ]

Vet there once was a time when he
was happy to perform for £7 a night
(plus expenses).

in t964, shortly before his first hit
album with Art Garfunkel, the future
superstar offered-his services to a folk
club:in Swindon.

producers and agents, who recom-
mended he contact Mr Poole for
more work.

Simon wrote: ‘Last Tuesday
evening I was working at the Trou-
badour in*' London with Paul
MeNeill and Redd Sullivan.

te?x bte 2&%&‘ %gg{‘ee’\gﬁgtrgé t 5‘2’&“& ‘Tom Cordery approached me
with his wife Ivy - about doing a tour of the western
s .folk clubs. He said that you were

working people’s culture.’ He
added that £7 for a gig was above
the going rate in those days, as the
usual fee was £5 or £6.

‘I would appreciate any work that you
could give me in between the first week
of August to the first week of Septem-
ber,’ wrote the young American from his

the man to contact concerning
this matter. 325
. ‘T also record at Columbi
Records in the States and will cu

lodgings in North-West London.
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Communist
sympathies

ally paid. But Simon turned them down
after he discovered the club had links

with the Communist Party.

The Swindon Folk Club grew out of
th:xfrotest movement of the 1950s and
started in a cellar beneath the party's

branch office.
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. ‘My fee is seven pounds and expenses.’
es were happy to offer work
to their eager correspgondent, even
though his fee'was more than they usu-

e

‘He was from the States sgit was
more expensive.’ In the letter,,

unearthed this week among long-
forgotten paperwork, Simon

assured Mr Poole that he had-

‘played all the major clubs in Lon-
don', irecluding the legendary
‘Troubadour. Based in Earl's

Court, and still open today, the
clup provided a stage to youn
hopefuls such as Bob Dylan an
Jimi Hendrix. ; x

It was here that Simon rubbed
shoulders with other musicians,

s

[ 'But when the track

?y first LP for Topic Records over
ere.’ f

Shortly afterwards, Simon
returned to the U.S. and began
writing again with school friend
Garfunkel. Their album Wednes-
day Morning 3am was released in
October 1964 and was initially a
flop. = g
Sound of
Silence was released as a single it
became a Numper One hit across
the world.:

The duo’s subsequent hits
included Mrs Robinspn, from the
movie soundtrack of The Gradu-
ate, The Boxer, Homeward Bound;-,
America and Keep The Customei®
Satisfied. :

At the time, the U.S. government was
investigating those suspected of having
Communist sympathies and Simon
apparently did not want to be ‘put
on the list’.

Mr Poole, 79, who still runs the
club, said: ‘He felt it might label -
him. But it was about traditional
music and song, and .celebrating 1

But they had a turbulent rela-
tionship and split acrimoniously in
1971, only occasionally reforming
for tours and concerts.

Last.year they held-a serie”of,
concerts at London's HyGe Park;-
where tickets sold for up to £130» L"]




